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Inspiring  
donors
Transforming 
health care
Saving 
lives

RIGHT HERE IN BC



VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation is the philanthropic engine for health 
care innovation and transformation in British Columbia. Our hospitals  
and health care centres are able to deliver the best care possible for  
the people of British Columbia when they need it most because of  
you — our donors and supporters. 

A young firefighter is alive and well today because of revolutionary 
advances in neurocritical care made at VGH. Our Future of Surgery 
campaign is reducing wait times for both urgent and scheduled surgeries 
at VGH and UBC Hospital. And advances in personalized medicine based 
on OVCARE research mean that cancer survivor Candy Woodworth is a 
happy grandmother. 

These are examples of the lives being saved and improved through  
health care transformations accelerated by philanthropy. We are 
incredibly grateful to philanthropic investors who join with us so our 
clinical partner — Vancouver Coastal Health — can deliver BC’s most 
highly specialized adult health care, groundbreaking research and 
thoughtful system transformation.

As our Foundation looks ahead to our upcoming 40th anniversary  
next year, we are filled with joy and awe at what all of us, together, have 
accomplished for this great province. We know that our unique mandate 
is bringing the value of philanthropy to the transformation of health care. 
And we thank you for your vital support.

Transforming  
health care 
together

With respect and gratitude,

Barbara Grantham
President & CEO

Christina Anthony
Board Chair

With your support, 
we are connecting the 
power of philanthropy 
with the power of health 
care innovation. 
Thank you.
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Christina Anthony, Board Chair and 
Barbara Grantham, President & CEO



The Future of Surgery  
is vital, and so are you
Since 2016, the Future of Surgery campaign has been 
transforming surgical care at VGH and UBC Hospital.  
 
Thousands of donors have come together to raise 
more than $52 million towards our Future of Surgery 
campaign, including recent major gifts from Peter 
Bentley & family, James & Julie King, Donald & Julia 
Leung, and Bob & Lily Lee. Each gift has brought us 
that much closer to our $60 million goal. 

Only by working together is this transformation 
possible. Through the dedication and passion of the 
Future of Surgery fundraising cabinet, the Time to 
Shine gala committee and many other supporters, 
we are creating a new future for health care in BC. 

Ritchie Biln was 30 years old when his 
life changed forever. The experienced 
backcountry snowmobiler was out for a ride 
near Squamish when the snow underneath 
him gave way. He crashed down 30 feet, 
cracking his back on a metal bracket of his 
snowmobile. He couldn’t move. 

At VGH, Ritchie underwent several MRIs which showed  
the impact of the fall had shattered his vertebrae and bone 
fragments were embedded in his spinal cord. Orthopaedic  
Spine Surgeon Dr. Brian Kwon assessed that Ritchie would need 
surgery to remove the bone fragments and realign his spine.  
 
“It was very severe,” says Dr. Kwon. “With that kind of injury we 
were very concerned about the potential that there wouldn’t  
be any function from the waist down.” 
 
Ritchie’s future was in his hands. 

The Future of Surgery  
is saving families

Dr. Kwon led Ritchie’s complex five-hour surgery, methodically 
removing bone fragments, and decompressing and realigning 
his spine. After the delicate and painstaking procedure, 
Ritchie’s spine was repaired with no lasting damage. 
 
Ritchie and his partner Kristen have since married and 
welcomed their first child into their lives. They have come 
out of the experience with a renewed sense of life and an 
appreciation for the expert medical care available at VGH. 
 
“Things can happen at any time. And in the unfortunate 
circumstances it does, the donations that support state-of-the-
art equipment, the best services and the most amazing staff 
will make all the difference to your care, treatment, recovery 
and outcome,” says Kristen. 

The Future of 
Surgery is here

“By supporting the 
advancement of 
surgical care, we are 
investing in the future. 
Not just for us, but for 
generations to come.”

DONALD &  
JULIA LEUNG
Donors
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Kristen Stahl & Ritchie Biln 
with their daughter Mia

SURGERY



Outcomes

2 surgical 
locations

VGH UBC Hospital

The Future of Surgery is

Trauma, tumour and 
transplant care
VGH is the only site in BC for lung, liver and 
pancreas transplants. In 2018, VGH performed 
50% of all organ transplants in the province, 
including 50 double lung transplants.

When faced with a serious trauma, tumour removal 
or organ transplant, VGH and UBC Hospital are 
often the only places in BC that can help.

These two locations are working together to 
better serve all surgical patients. The Future of 
Surgery revitalization project will enable more 
scheduled surgeries to be performed at UBC 
Hospital, while traumas and the most complex 
cases continue to be directed to VGH. This will 
reduce surgical wait times across the board. 

When you or a loved one needs surgery, you don’t 
want to wait or worry. You need high quality care, 
followed by a swift recovery. You need access to 
the best staff, equipment and technology in BC. 

You need the Future of Surgery.
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The Future of Surgery 
is for all British 
Columbians
VGH and UBC Hospital are centres of surgical 
excellence caring for 60% of all adult trauma 
cases in BC. Over 30,000 surgeries are completed 
each year — saving and improving the lives of our 
loved ones. 

To ensure our medical teams have the best 
environments to undertake their life-saving  
work, a $145 million transformation of the 
surgical facilities at VGH and UBC Hospital is 
under way. And while Vancouver Coastal Health 
and the provincial government are funding the 
majority of the costs, our Future of Surgery 
campaign is raising $60 million. Donations have 
already been put to use — saving the lives of 
patients every day.
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 VGH

state-of-the-art 
operating rooms

imaging and surgical  
facilities combined

16
1 HYBRID OR

2
UBC Hospital

for critically ill patients

revitalized  
in-patient units

INCLUDING

1 HIGH  
ACUITY UNIT
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 VGH

pre- and post-op 
recovery beds

groundbreaking technology
in the hands of our medical experts

reduced wait times
when you or a loved one needs surgery

optimized recovery
to return you to a healthy life



Intensive care physicians Drs. Myp Sekhon and Don 
Griesdale, and Neurosurgeon Dr. Peter Gooderham 
are, without a doubt, revolutionaries of medicine. 
 
What started as a fellowship training opportunity at 
the University of Cambridge has transformed the trio 
of physicians into world leaders in their field. 
 
“What we learned there about brain monitoring 
procedures has shaped the Neurocritical Care (NCC) 
program at VGH, a joint collaborative effort between 
the Divisions of Critical Care and Neurosurgery,” 
says Dr. Sekhon. 

“The technology itself is very exciting. However, 
life-saving results are only achieved when the 
information is interpreted and applied by the 
multidisciplinary and expert team caring for the 
patient. This is what is truly making our new NCC 
program a success.” 

Revolutionizing brain care
Philanthropic spark  
ignited innovation
Linda Nimmerrichter Holmes, a lifelong philanthropist, 
donated $25,000 which enabled VGH to purchase the 
first multimodal neuromonitoring device in Canada, 
also known as the Brain Bolt.  

Linda’s generosity provided Drs. Sekhon and Griesdale 
with the tools to revolutionize traumatic brain injury 
care at VGH. The use of the Brain Bolt is saving patients 
who were previously thought “untreatable”.  
 
The Brain Bolt first proved its utility in April 2015, when 
Olympic-hopeful freestyle skier Jamie Crane-Mauzy 
suffered a traumatic brain injury while competing at 
Whistler. She was airlifted to VGH and, for the first time 
in North America, the Brain Bolt was used on a patient 
— and it worked. Jamie made a full recovery and 
recently graduated from university. 
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BRAIN HEALTH

L-R: Jim Jones, Linda Nimmerrichter Holmes, Dr. Don 
Griesdale, Donna Jones, Ryan Jones and Dr. Myp Sekhon

A demonstration of the Brain Bolt, which implants 
catheters through the skull and onto the brain. The 
catheters send back vital brain health information 
to the health care team to help them make the best 
medical decisions for each patient. “Advances in health care 

require a leap of faith. We 
know so little about the 
brain, but we now have 
very capable doctors 
working together. I’m 
very encouraged to 
know that not only is this 
technology saving lives, 
but it’s saving young 
lives. Families. All I can 
say is that I feel really, 
really honoured to have 
been able to do this.”

LINDA NIMMERRICHTER HOLMES
Donor

The innovative Neurocritical Care 
program at VGH is saving lives and 
improving the chances of recovery. 
The odds of regaining full brain 
function following a traumatic brain 
injury used to be 37%. Now, the 
recovery rate is 60%.  

 
This medical revolution was only made possible 
because of philanthropy. Seeing firsthand the lives 
saved and the families reunited, the staff of the 
NCC program have been inspired to themselves 
donate to this life-changing work. Dr. Griesdale 
and his wife, Peggy, personally committed to give 
$100,000. Additionally, the Intensive Care Unit at 
VGH has established a philanthropic fund and staff 
make monthly contributions to support the future 
of the NCC program.  



Beyond the brain

Encouraged by early success with the Brain Bolt,  
the team began to consider other applications for 
the device. 
 
“Our work with Ryan Jones was a medical first,”  
says Dr. Griesdale. “And I’m proud to say, it is 
transforming medicine.” 
 
Unseasonal snow was thick on the road in May 2016 
as 22 year old wildland firefighter Ryan Jones was on 
his way to a forest fire near Fort St. John. Suddenly 
his car wheels became stuck and he veered into the 
oncoming lane. He saw a car approaching and tried 
to turn, but his car was stuck in the snow —  
he couldn’t turn away. 
 
“The impact of the accident caused Ryan’s heart to 
go into cardiac arrest for 35 minutes. This caused a 
traumatic injury to his brain due to lack of oxygen,” 
says Dr. Griesdale. 
 
To give Ryan the best chance of recovery, Drs. 
Sekhon and Griesdale had a revolutionary idea. For 
the first time in medical history they would use the 
Brain Bolt on a cardiac arrest patient. 
 
By placing the Brain Bolt device into Ryan’s brain, 
vital second-to-second information was provided 
including oxygen levels and blood pressure. 

“Immediately the team was able to begin healing 
Ryan’s brain,” says Dr. Sekhon.  
 
Now fully recovered, Ryan says, “A year ago I didn’t 
think it was going to be possible to go back to 
firefighting because my body and brain were not  
in good shape. But now I have a second chance.  
I’m going to do what I love for my career.” 
 
Ryan’s parents, Donna and Jim, were so grateful for 
the care and support their son received that they 
donated $10,000 to the NCC program at VGH.  

Following Ryan’s successful outcome, Dr. Sekhon  
and his colleagues continue to study the use of the 
Brain Bolt on cardiac arrest patients. The results  
are astounding. 
 
“Before Ryan’s case, we applied a one-size-fits-
all approach to regulating blood pressure in 
cardiac patients. Well, no more,” says Dr. Sekhon. 
“Personalizing medicine with this technology has the 
potential to save thousands of lives.” 
 
Philanthropy is providing VGH’s world-leading 
experts in neurocritical care with the knowledge  
and tools they need to save lives that would 
otherwise be lost.  
 
And this is only the beginning.  

“Ryan’s accident was the 
worst time of our lives. 
But due to the cutting-
edge care available at 
VGH, the transformation 
in our son was nothing 
short of remarkable. 
We’re so grateful to have 
our Ryan back. And we 
wanted to give back 
so that more lives and 
families can be saved.”

JIM & DONNA 
JONES
Donors and 
Ryan’s parents

3T MRI machine:  
clarity in medicine
We are raising funds to acquire a 3T MRI 
machine to help meet rising demand for 
imaging at a much higher level of diagnostic 
accuracy. The technology will enable our 
clinicians to detect even the tiniest tissue 
changes, particularly those in the minute folds 
of the brain. This will support earlier, more 
accurate diagnosis and a better prognosis  
for tumours and many other conditions.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 
including the Segal family, Stephen Sander  
& family, and guests at the 2018 TELUS  
Night of a Thousand Stars gala presented  
by Capital Direct, we are closer to securing 
this vital equipment.
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Ryan Jones



A cancer diagnosis is life changing.  
  
Two in five British Columbians will face the fight 
against cancer. And it affects families and loved 
ones too. While progress is being made, nearly a 
quarter of all cancer patients will lose their life to 
the disease. 
  
This is why VGH and UBC Hospital are working to 
transform cancer care. 
  
Breakthroughs and advancements in cancer care 
are being made at our world-leading research 
and clinical programs, including the Ovarian 
Cancer Research (OVCARE) Program and the 
Vancouver Prostate Centre. These programs, 
along with others across VCH, have some of 
the top medical talent and research expertise 
in Canada working together. They are focused 
on discovering new ways to diagnose, treat and 
even prevent the most complex cancers facing 
British Columbians today. 

 

“If there’s one thing better than 
curing cancer, it’s never getting it 
in the first place,” says Dr. Dianne 
Miller, Co-Founder of OVCARE. 

 

Personalizing cancer 
treatment and care

Candy Woodworth was warming up in her 
Pilates class when she twisted her body and felt 
a sudden discomfort in her abdomen. The next 
week in the same class she tried the same twist 
and it was still uncomfortable, so she made a 
doctor’s appointment. 
 
What she learned would change her life. 
 
“It was ovarian cancer, and it was the most 
aggressive kind,” says Candy. “A tumour was 
growing and I needed surgery. So I did some 

research and learned about Dr. Dianne Miller —  
a world-class surgical oncologist and researcher. 
And she was right here in Vancouver at VGH.” 
 
Dr. Miller led Candy’s first surgery. Over the 
next 18 months, Candy’s battle continued as 
her cancer recurred twice more. But then the 
OVCARE team made a breakthrough based on 
their research into new cancer treatments.  
Tests of Candy’s tumour showed it had a BRCA 
gene mutation. Dr. Miller and the OVCARE 
team had successfully treated similar types of 
cancer with a trial medication. This knowledge 
fast-tracked Candy into a clinical trial and saved 
her life. Two and a half years later, Candy remains 
cancer free. She is a happy and grateful mother 
and grandmother. 

Inspiring hope  
through philanthropy
 
Philanthropy is what drives innovation and 
advancements in health care that would 
otherwise not be possible. The impact our 
donors have is immeasurable and is transforming 
cancer care, not just in BC, but around the world. 
  
“It is about hope,” says Dr. Miller. “When we 
find new ways to treat cancer like we did with 
Candy, we provide another avenue of recovery. 
The OVCARE team’s goal is to decrease cancer 
mortality from all gynecological cancers by 50 
per cent in 20 years. And with the continued hard 
work of our team and philanthropic support, we 
know that this is realistic.” 
  
Philanthropists Rudy and Patricia North believe in 
Dr. Miller’s vision and have donated $2.5 million 
to support the OVCARE research team. 

“We’re not patients, we’re just givers,” says 
Patricia. “We give to OVCARE to help fund the 
best research which we believe will lead to a cure.” 
  
Together, we can make a difference for all British 
Columbians impacted by cancer. 

Leaders in cancer care

“The OVCARE team’s  
goal is to decrease  
cancer mortality from  
all gynecological cancers 
by 50 per cent in 20 years. 
And with the continued 
hard work of our team 
and philanthropic 
support, we know  
that this is realistic.”

DR. DIANNE MILLER
Co-Founder of OVCARE
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CANCER

Courtenay Payne with her  
mother Candy Woodworth



With philanthropic support, we are recruiting world-
leading experts for key roles that will have lasting 
impact on cancer research and treatment in BC. 

A transformational $18 million gift from Aqueduct 
Foundation on behalf of an anonymous donor 
helped bring precision medicine expert, Dr. Sriram 
Subramaniam, to Vancouver. He will design precise, 
targeted and cost-effective cancer treatments working 
in partnership with the Vancouver Prostate Centre at 
VGH, UBC, the Djavad Mowafaghian Centre for Brain 
Health and other research centres. 

“I am honoured to have been appointed the Gobind 
Khorana Canada Excellence Research Chair in Precision 
Cancer Drug Design. Our work has the potential to 
establish VGH, UBC and Canada at the forefront of the 
emerging era of precision medicine and bring about 
transformative discoveries in cancer, neuroscience and 
infectious disease,” says Dr. Subramaniam. 

Also through philanthropic funding, the Dr. Patricia 
Clugston Chair in Breast Reconstruction has been 
established. Plastic Surgeon Dr. Kathryn Isaac — one 
of the up-and-coming surgical talents who joined VCH 
in recent years — has been appointed to the role. In 
addition to performing breast reconstruction at VGH 
and UBC Hospital, Dr. Isaac will be a champion for all 
aspects of breast cancer care.

Dr. Isaac has joined forces with her equally talented 
colleagues, Drs. Sheina Macadam and Andrea MacNeill, 
in their ambitious project to revolutionize the breast 
cancer patient journey. This crucial work will be 
supported by a gift from Jim and Yvette Philip, who 
were inspired by the breast cancer journey of their  
own daughter, Jennifer. 

Bringing top talent to BC
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Della & Stuart McLaughlin

“As a breast cancer 
survivor, I feel so 
fortunate to be able  
to share my story 
now. The team at VCH 
gave me my life back. I 
want women out there 
experiencing the same 
thing to know they  
are not alone.” 

JENNIFER KELLY
Grateful patient

Dr. Sriram Subramaniam, a world-leading 
researcher in precision medicine treatments 
for cancer care.

Dr. Kathryn Isaac, a champion for all aspects of 
breast cancer care, including helping patients to 
navigate their health care journey.
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Helping lung cancer 
patients make a LEAP
Generous philanthropists Della and Stuart McLaughlin 
are supporting the creation of the Rapid Access Lung 
Evaluation & Assessment Program (LEAP).  
 
“LEAP will enable us to work together to diagnose and 
treat suspected lung cancer patients more effectively,” 
says Dr. John Yee, Head of Thoracic Surgery at VGH 
and UBC Hospital. “This will save lives.” 
 
The goals of LEAP are to shorten the diagnostic 
process for patients suspected of having lung cancer, 
and improve their overall experience from diagnosis 
through to treatment and, if needed, palliative care. 



One weekday morning Simon Smith drove to work, 
parked his car and walked up the stairs to his office. 
He had no idea that in just a few hours he would be 
fighting for his life.  
 
“I remember going up the stairs and feeling winded, 
and it was only two flights,” says Simon. 
 
Although his shortness of breath went away, his 
throat felt uncomfortable. So, he called his wife, 
Dr. Raewyn Broady who works at VGH. She advised 
him to get medical attention right away. Simon 
went straight to the VGH Emergency Room where 
he exchanged texts with his wife, telling her he was 
doing OK. 
 
A few minutes later Dr. Broady got a call from ER 
staff saying, I’m really sorry to tell you this, but your 
husband has gone into cardiac arrest and we haven’t 
been able to resuscitate him.  
 
She hung up and rushed down to the ER. 

Pushing the boundaries 
of cardiac care

Life-saving technology

When Dr. Broady arrived, the medical team told her 
that Simon’s best chance of surviving was to use 
a portable heart-lung machine called ECMO. This 
life-saving technology allows the heart and lungs to 
recover, and keeps organs functioning while medical 
teams continue their work. 
 
Within 10 minutes of his cardiac arrest Simon was in a 
catheterization laboratory at VGH where ECMO was 
initiated and blood-flow to his heart was restored. 
Two days later Simon’s heart was beating on its own. 
ECMO and the teams of medical experts at VGH had 
saved his life. 
 
“The secret to saving lives is a high functioning team 
that can provide a coordinated and critical level of 
care,” says Dr. Don Griesdale, the critical care medicine 
physician who along with the medical team made the 
request for ECMO. “Simon is alive today because of 
expert collaboration between ICU, Cardiovascular 
Surgery, Cardiology and Emergency Medicine.” 

Supported by a 
community of 
philanthropists
VGH and UBC Hospital are filled with world-
renowned cardiothoracic specialists who are 
focused on providing the best possible care 
today while undertaking innovative research 
to improve the care of tomorrow. VGH was 
the site of BC’s first open heart surgery more 
than 50 years ago and, from then to today, 
the team continues to push the boundaries 
of cardiac care. 
 
And with a community of generous 
philanthropists like John Tsai behind them,  
we are improving cardiac care every day. 

It is because of philanthropists like John  
that Simon Smith received the vital care  
he needed — from the best medical team 
utilizing state-of-the-art technology.  
Today, Simon has returned to his normal  
life with no lasting effects. 
 
“I can’t thank the medical team enough  
for their dedication and professionalism, 
it’s just amazing,” says Simon. “I feel like  
I have a second chance at life.” 

“It is my privilege to be able 
to contribute to a cause 
that has deeply affected 
my life. My father passed 
away from heart disease, 
and I want to give the 
medical teams at VGH 
the equipment, tools and 
resources they need to 
best help patients like  
him in the future.”

JOHN TSAI
Donor

VGH’s Cardiology team is pushing the boundaries of 
medicine, driving vital research and ensuring patients 
receive the care they deserve in their time of need.HEART & LUNG

Simon Smith and his partner 
Dr. Raewyn Broady of VGH
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Dr. Tara Sedlak Dr. Saul Isserow

Dr. David Wood Dr. Jason Andrade

Dr. Margot Davis
Dr. Matt Bennett and 
Nurse Heather Engum



A warmer welcome
In August 2018, we celebrated the opening  
of the new Psychiatric Assessment Unit 
(PAU) at VGH. 
 
The PAU is a main entry point for mental 
health clients entering the health care 
system and is a gateway to them receiving 
the support they need. The PAU renovation 
was designed around the three core 
elements of psychiatric care — safety, 
respect and comfort. The larger, brighter 
and safe space is supporting their comfort 
and care.
 
We are incredibly grateful to our donors, 
including Wai Mo Wong & Family, who 
provided the funds to rejuvenate the space.   

“When my husband 
Wai Mo passed away 
I wanted to find some 
way to honour his 
memory. Our gift 
has gone to support 
projects across VCH 
that are actively 
providing care to 
BC’s growing senior 
population and other 
vulnerable populations 
in our community.”

LINDA WONG
Donor, with husband Wai Mo

Robert Hung Ngai Ho C.M., O.B.C., has been a 
generous and prolific philanthropic partner to the 
Foundation and Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH). 
His support has enabled capital investments across 
VCH, including the Robert H.N. Ho Research Centre 
at VGH and the Greta & Robert H.N Ho Psychiatry & 
Education (HOpe) Centre at Lions Gate Hospital.

Two recent gifts from Robert have been creative 
investments in people: The Robert H.N. Ho 
Enhancing Patient Care Fund and the innovative 
iPACE program in palliative care. The significance 
of these gifts goes far beyond physical spaces, and 
their impact has been deeply felt in communities 
across VCH.

Empowering front line staff

The best facilities, tools and equipment need to be 
partnered with dedicated, innovative staff in order 
to have the best possible outcomes for patient care. 
In order to recruit and retain the best and brightest 
professionals, VCH requires robust training and 
education programs for its people. 

Community impact
Robert has made it his goal to transform health 
care by providing the investments that identify and 
nurture future leaders. His generosity is expanding the 
expertise and knowledge available across VCH, and is 
directly influencing and improving patient care. 

“True quality of care is not only about access to the 
best facilities, research and equipment. It is also about 
investing in people, listening to them and giving them 
the chance and time to reflect on how to deliver the 
most efficient and best care possible,” says Robert. “I 
am proud to see that this is inspiring others to follow in 
our philanthropic footsteps.”    

Speaking up for end-of-life care

Palliative care can be a difficult thing to talk about. 
Securing funding for research and program 
development can be challenging too. 
 
Palliative care provides medical services, emotional 
support and spiritual resources for people who have 
terminal illnesses and are in their final stages of life. 
Robert’s generosity is supporting these patients 

“End-of-life is a reality 
for every human 
being. We are often 
shy to address this 
openly, and need 
to take the time to 
listen to patients  
and their families.” 

ROBERT & GRETA HO
Donors
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through the innovative “Integrating a Palliative 
Approach by having Conversations Early” 
(iPACE) model. 

“End-of-life is a reality for every human being. 
We are often shy to address this openly, and 
need to take the time to listen to patients and 
their families,” says Robert. “The iPACE program 
is an important and integral part of my vision 
that by investing in people and giving them the 
knowledge, tools and support they need, we 
can make significant changes in people’s lives  
and their well-being — physically, mentally  
and spiritually.”

Through the hiring of palliative care specialist 
“champions” across VCH, we are improving 
palliative care both at home and in residential 
care settings. Combined with other 
improvements such as more hospice capacity, 
VCH is making the end-of-life experience more 
meaningful for patients and their families.

COMMUNITY

iPACE at a glance

education sessions
delivered to

staff 
members

835
3,468
100 new “goals of care” 

conversations  
per month



A liquid skin substitute for treating burns. 
A gastrointestinal tract (GI) probe for early 
cancer detection. An Emergency Department 
smartphone app to transform communication 
between patients and health professionals. And 
new skin monitoring technology to improve 
facial reconstruction surgery outcomes. 

These are four ingenious and cutting-edge ideas 
that inspired philanthropic support at  
our inaugural Innovators’ Challenge event.  
 
“With the power of philanthropy, we can spark 
the greatest push for health care innovation 
ever seen in BC,” says Paul Geyer, Chair of the 
Innovators’ Challenge Advisory Committee. 

2018 Innovators’ Challenge Projects

Innovations: the health care 
of tomorrow — today
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Emergency 
Department App

DR. KENDALL HO

Dr. Kendall Ho’s team is developing an app 
that enhances patient to health professional 
communication to dramatically transform 
the patient experience in the Emergency 
Department. The app will gather and 
organize information to provide patients 
with their diagnosis, treatment and discharge 
instructions, and facilitate follow ups.

Saving vital skin tissue
DR. DON ANDERSON

Dr. Don Anderson (right) and 
his team are creating a new and 
innovative technique with Near-
Infrared Spectroscopy (NIRS) 
technology to increase precious 
skin tissue salvage rates for tissue 
transfer in cancer surgeries.

Liquid skin substitute 
for burns and wounds

DR. AZIZ GHAHARY

Burn, diabetic and pressure wounds 
cause debilitating pain and can lead 
to serious health complications for 
patients. Dr. Aziz Ghahary (left) and 
his team are developing an infection-
fighting liquid skin substitute made of 
natural skin proteins.

Detecting cancer in  
the GI tract earlier

DR. HAISHAN ZENG

Dr. Haishan Zeng and his team are building 
a new GI tract endoscope that will produce 
real-time histology-like and 3D images 
of tissues with cellular resolution using 
confocal optics. The new device will have 
extraordinary patient impact by detecting 
GI cancers early.
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“Solutions to health care’s 
greatest challenges won’t 
come from one idea or 
person. They will come 
from a community of 
innovators and investors, 
using their time, talent and 
financial support to create 
system-wide change.”

PAUL GEYER
Donor and Chair 
of the Innovators’ 
Challenge Advisory 
Committee

INNOVATION

Staying ahead in an ever-
changing health care landscape

In 2018, we created the Innovators’ Challenge to 
provide a new and unique platform in BC for visionary 
health care inventors to share their revolutionary 
ideas with philanthropists.   

In the coming years, new ideas will be realized that 
have the power to enable system-wide change to  
our health care system. 

“If we are to be ready for the health issues of 
tomorrow, we need to invest today,” says Paul.  
“VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation is working  
tirelessly to ensure this happens.” 

Early philanthropic investment is a key to creating 
a culture of innovation across VCH. We are grateful 
to our curious and future-focused donors who have 
stepped up to support our innovators, including Val 
& Dick Bradshaw, Colin Harris and Dr. Donald Ricci. 
Together, we are enhancing the testing, adoption and 
implementation of novel solutions for health care’s 
greatest challenges. 



Innovations from  
hospital to home
TEC4Home is an innovative program helping 
patients to safely transition from hospital to home. 
Partly funded through philanthropy, and with the 
help of TELUS Health, TEC4Home installs novel 
technology in a patient’s home that can monitor 
details of their health such as blood pressure and 
blood oxygen levels.  
 
“It is really beneficial, because it gets patients 
into a pattern of checking their own health,” says 
Pegga de Albreit, a member of TEC4Home Patient 
Advisory Committee. “Every day patients can 
check their blood pressure, weigh themselves and 
measure blood oxygen levels. And they don’t have 
to go into the hospital for that.”

TEC4Home is reducing the need for Emergency 
Room visits, unnecessary hospitalizations and 
improving overall quality of life for patients. 
Emergency Medicine specialist Dr. Kendall Ho is 
planning expansions of TEC4Home to help more 
patients across the province. 
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Dr. Donald Ricci built his medical career over 35 years 
in coronary intervention and structural heart disease. 
He co-founded Evasc, a medical device company 
with Dr. Ian Penn, served as a Clinical Professor of 
Medicine at UBC, and was the former director of 
the cardiovascular medicine program at VGH. He is 
also a co-inventor for a number of medical devices. 
Dr. Ricci was the inaugural winner of our Lifetime 
Achievement in Health Innovation Award.

Lifetime Achievement 
in Health Innovation 
Award 2018

Pegga de Albreit
Dr. Donald Ricci  
and Dr. Ian PennDr. Donald Ricci 



Jab Sidhoo was just six years old when he arrived in 
BC from British-ruled India in 1929.

From an early age Jab witnessed the fight for equal 
rights. Whether it was his father’s struggle for fair 
and equitable treatment, or watching family friends 
— a pair of sisters, Sarjit and Jagdis Siddoo — 
become the first Canadian-born doctors of Indian 
descent. These progressive moments would play 
an important role in shaping the charitable man Jab 
would become.

A lion of his community

Jab loved Vancouver: the city and the people. Jab 
was one of the 100 founding members of the BC 
Lions, providing funding to help push the team to 
their elite status today.

“He never missed a game,” says Asha, Jab’s 
daughter. “People would phone my mom and ask for 
invitations to come over and she would say, I have to 
check if there’s a game on that day.”

Leaving a legacy, 
making a lasting impact

“He would look at 
money like a pie, and 
he made sure there was 
always a piece leftover 
for people who weren’t 
eating. That was dad.” 

RAVI SIDHOO & ASHA FRASER
Jab Sidhoo’s children

LEGACY
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A legacy for  
future generations
Whether it is a bequest in a will, a gift of 
life insurance, a donation of shares or a 
designation of an RRSP, planned giving is 
supporting the health of future generations. 
The generosity of thoughtful future gifts is 
providing the means for us to go beyond the 
limits of public funding to ensure our health 
care system is world class and sustainable.

Our heartfelt gratitude to all of our planned 
giving donors including the Sidhoo family. 

Jab was also a loyal supporter of health care. In 
1998, he became a donor to VGH & UBC Hospital 
Foundation. He also established the Ajaib (Jab) 
and Nirmal (Munni) Sidhoo Charities Endowment 
Fund, which provides funding to young researchers 
at Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute 
(VCHRI) to study urology and diabetes. And  
when he passed away, Jab left a generous gift  
of securities to our Foundation in his will.

“He would look at money like a pie, and he made 
sure there was always a piece leftover for people 
who weren’t eating,” says Ravi. “That was dad.”

Asha Fraser with her 
brother Ravi Sidhoo



Every year thousands of donors support our 
Foundation. We remain grateful and humbled 
by the continued generosity of our community. 
Philanthropy supports the purchase of advanced 
equipment, attracts the best minds to provide 
expert care and conduct leading-edge research,  
and enables innovations to transform adult health 
care in BC. 

Dozens of independent fundraisers put their 
time and resources into raising funds in their 
communities. From local pub nights in Quesnel  
to golf tournaments hosted by corporate partners 
like Coast Capital Savings, each hour spent and each 
dollar raised helps transform health care in BC. 

We are proud to share just a few stories of our 
inspirational supporters from the last year.

Together,  
we are transforming 
health care

Members of the D2D Destiny 
Foundation and the VGH Youth 
Leadership Team volunteered a  

total of 1,989 hours in 2018!

1,989
hours in 2018

Now in its 17th year, the Coast Capital Savings 
Charity Golf Tournament raised  
a record-breaking $300,000, bringing the 
total raised by this annual event to over $2.8 
million to support mental health initiatives.

The Miss Chinese Vancouver Pageant 2018 
generously named the Foundation as the 
beneficiary this year, helping raise $568,880 
for a new surgical navigation system and a 
new waiting space at the Eye Care Centre.

The Foundation in partnership with the 
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University raised 
$3,046,350 in honour of Dr. Saul Isserow. 
Proceeds are supporting the Sports Cardiology 
BC clinic at UBC Hospital as well as a scholarship 
at the Hebrew University.

The Sing Tao Daily 35th Anniversary 
Celebration Charity Gala raised over 
$176,000 to help transform health care  
for all British Columbians and support  
our hospitals’ Geriatric Health Program.
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“Family and close friends of 
Chad’s were all there. There was 
cheering and clapping and we 
had confetti flying. If Chad could 
have been there, I know he would 
say, This is totally awesome!”  
says Clark Warren, Chad’s father.

In 2008, cancer patient Chad Warren pledged 
to raise $1 million for the Hematology Research 
Program at VGH to support advances in blood 
disease research and treatments. 

Sadly, Chad wouldn’t live to see his dream fulfilled. 
When he passed in 2009, Chad’s family continued 
his fundraising pledge in his honour. 
 
Ten years later, in the fall of 2018, Chad’s father 
Clark stood in disbelief inside the tennis club Chad 
called home. After a decade, their family had 
finally fulfilled their promise — the Chad Warren 
Charity Challenge had officially raised $1,070,000.

A million dollar dream 

The late Chad Warren



Donors to our Angel campaign supported the 
Most Urgent Needs fund for our hospitals. 
Donations support purchasing critical 
equipment, funding high-impact research 
projects and advancing patient care.

The Freedman family

Angels in the 
Community

$ 680,000
2,995 donors raised 

over

during 
the holiday season

to our

Most Urgent 
Needs fund

Small gifts, big impact
It starts with the community. A gift, no matter the size, can lead to big impact. 

At VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation we make each gift truly count.  
If 100 people donate $1,000 each, this provides $100,000 of 
funding that we put towards life-saving equipment and research. 

In 2018/19, with $100,000 we purchased items like a portable anaesthesia gas machine, 
plus vital monitoring equipment.
 
Last year, your donations to our Most Urgent Needs fund totalled over $6.7 million. This 
supports multiple areas, including critical equipment and research projects. These funds 
directly impact health care, providing patients with the best opportunity to go home as 
they should — healthy and happy. 

totalled over

$6.7 million
critical 

equipment
research
projects  much more

your  
donations

Dr. Thalia Field

This supports:



TELUS Night of a Thousand 
Stars gala presented by  
Capital Direct

Over 700 of BC’s philanthropic and health 
care leaders gathered for the TELUS Night of 
a Thousand Stars gala presented by Capital 
Direct at Parq Vancouver on November 10, 
2018. Over $4 million was raised in support 
of a vital new piece of equipment — a 3T 
MRI machine — as well as other priority 
programs of Vancouver Coastal Health.

Harry Rosen  
Tournament for Life

On June 11, 2018, the Foundation 
hosted the 22nd annual Harry Rosen 
Tournament for Life at the Point Grey 
Golf & Country Club. A day of fun, 
prizes and inspiration raised more than 
$645,000 towards advancing prostate 
cancer research, treatment and care.

Innovators’ Challenge  
presented by Medtronic

In 2018, the Foundation launched the 
Innovators’ Challenge to provide a new 
and unique platform in BC for visionary 
health care inventors to share their 
revolutionary ideas with philanthropists. 
This one-of-a-kind event is supporting 
the greatest push for health care 
innovation in BC.

Viva Pharmaceutical Time to Shine gala

The 2019 Viva Pharmaceutical Time to Shine gala raised an incredible 
$5.363 million in February. Funds will support the Future of Surgery 
campaign and our Most Urgent Needs fund, enhancing surgical care 
for all British Columbians.
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The Gaglardi family accepting 
the 2018 Leadership Award.

Barbara Grantham,  
President & CEO

The TTS gala committee, Barbara 
Grantham and Christina Anthony  
stand with some of our generous 
Future of Surgery donors.

Four signature events 
raise record revenue

$10.2 million
 raised

Over

volunteers

256
guests

1,421



Thank you 
to all our 
donors

2018-2019 DONOR LIST

VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation was established in 
1980 to raise funds for Vancouver General Hospital. 
Almost 40 years later, our growth, expertise and 
connections make us the philanthropic engine for 
health innovation and transformation in British 
Columbia. Today, we support the most specialized 
adult care, groundbreaking research and system 
transformation across Vancouver Coastal Health 
— BC’s largest health authority serving 1.5 
million people. No one knows the impact of the 
Foundation’s 40-year trajectory better than Peter 
Bentley — our founding Board Chair, and now our 
Chair Emeritus. 
 
Peter, his wife Sheila and the Bentley family are 
lifelong visionary supporters and advocates for 

health care in BC. The impact of their generosity is 
felt across our hospitals and health centres, including 
in healing spaces for mental health patients, and 
through provision of support to patients living with 
neuromuscular diseases. 
 
Thanks to the Bentley family and you — our 
supporters — we are approaching $1 billion raised 
for health care since our inception in 1980. We 
applaud Peter for his pioneering leadership of our 
Foundation, which has driven transformations in 
health care and profoundly impacted the wellbeing 
of our province. Peter, you truly exemplify what it 
means to be a philanthropist, and we are proud to 
call you our lifelong friend. 

40 years of health 
care transformation

Photo by Don Erhardt

Peter Bentley 
and family were 
honoured with 
the naming 
of the Peter 
Bentley and 
Family Square 
located at VGH. 

Philanthropists Sheila & Peter Bentley

34



CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
A special thank you to our Chairman’s Circle donors who have 
supported us with lifetime giving of $1,000,000 or more.

PLATINUM 
$20,000,000 +

Gordon Diamond, OC, OBC  
and Leslie Diamond, OBC

Gaglardi Family

Robert Hung Ngai Ho, CM, OBC

Jim Pattison, OC, OBC

GOLD 
$10,000,000 TO $19,999,999

Leon Judah Blackmore Foundation

William H (Bill) and Lilian V Hudson

Milan & Maureen Ilich Foundation

Cordula and Günter Paetzold

Joseph Segal Family Foundation

Jack Senior and Family

SILVER 
$5,000,000 TO $9,999,999

Syd and Joanne Belzberg

Bill and Risa Levine

Peterson

Jack Poole, OC, OBC and Darlene Poole

Gordon B Shrum

Teck

An Evening with Diana Krall: 
Diana Krall, OC, OBC and Elvis Costello 
Elton John 
Tony Bennett 
Former United States President  
William J Clinton 
Sarah McLachlan 
James Taylor 
Macklam/Feldman Management Inc

COBALT 
$2,500,000 TO $4,999,999

Jack Bell

Peter J G Bentley, OC, OBC

Val and Dick Bradshaw

The Chieng Family

Coast Capital Savings Golf Tournament

Bob and Judy Hager

Ledcor Industries Inc

Dr Simon Kwok Yin Lee

Djavad Mowafaghian Foundation

North Family Foundation

Thomas O’Neill

Bob Rennie, OBC and Carey Fouks

Shato Holdings Ltd

Tom and Chris Strodl

May and Fred Tsai

Ray and Ruth Wesenberg

Doug Whitehead and Wanda Costuros

Brian C Wood

COPPER 
$1,000,000 TO $2,499,999

The Paul Albrechtsen Foundation

Tookie and Helen Angus

Luigi and Elisa Aquilini

The Auxiliary to Vancouver General Hospital

BC Cancer Foundation

The BC Lions Society for Children with 
Disabilities

Bell

Samuel Belzberg, OC, OBC and Frances 
Belzberg, CM

BMO Financial Group

British Columbia Professional Fire Fighters’ 
Burn Fund

Per Brunes and Family 

Bruce Buchanan

Canadian National Railway Company

Central 1 Credit Union

Chan Family Foundation 

Chernoff Family

The Christopher Foundation

CIBC

Coast Capital Savings

The Cundill Foundation

The Kelty Patrick Dennehy Foundation

The Fisher Foundation

Norm and Pat Francis

A Gift of Life Gala - Sangara Event

Goldcorp Inc

Philip D Graham and Tricia Graham

Rick Hansen Foundation

Harry’s Spring Run-Off 8k to Fight  
Prostate Cancer

Have a Healthy Heart Fundraiser

Hollyburn Properties Limited

Stephen and Donna Hynes

Barclay Isherwood

James Family Foundation

The Jarislowsky Foundation

Jemini Foundation

Dr Norman Keevil, OC, OBC and Joan Keevil

Hank and Janice Ketcham and Family

Kim Family Foundation

James and Julie S King

Jason and Emily Ko /  
Viva Pharmaceutical Inc

Robert and Lily Lee Family

Sonny and Florence Leong

Donald and Julia Leung Family

Bert and Marlene Lewis Family

Doug and Fran MacDonald

The McCall MacBain Foundation

Della and Stuart McLaughlin

David McLean, OBC and Brenda McLean

Medtronic

Mr Mohammad and Mrs Mehri Mohseni  
and the Mohseni Foundation

Mr. Lube Canada

Peter and Shelley O’Sullivan

Pacific Pulmonary Research Society

Jim and Yvette Philip

Clifford Murdie Pollon

Alan and Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation

RBC

Angus and Margaret Reid

Scotiabank

Azad and Yasmin Shamji

Peter Shields

Spectra Energy

Arran and Ratana Stephens and  
Nature’s Path Foods Inc

Taseko Mines Limited

TB Vets Charitable Foundation

TD

TELUS

TELUS Friendly Future Foundation

Giancarlo and Odette Tognetti Legacy  
Trust Foundation

Elizabeth Toigo

Carl Vanderspek and Margaret Hope

Volunteer Services Association -  
UBC Pavilions

Dr Bik May Wai

R Howard Webster Foundation

Wesbild Holdings Ltd

Westbank

Leonard J and Henriette White

Wai Mo Wong and Family

Ken and Anne Woods

Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Woodward’s Foundation

Lifetime Giving
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Your vision and generous 
support have made a 
tremendous impact on 
improving specialized 
health care and research 
for all British Columbians



Brooke and Tracey Wade

Doug Whitehead and Wanda Costuros

Allen and Karen Wong and Family

Archie and Candace Woodworth

Zalkow Foundation

AMBASSADORS OF CARE 
$25,000 TO $99,999

ACM Advisors Ltd

Michael Adamson

Allwest Insurance 

Ron and Andrea Aloni

Dr Jason Andrade

Matthew and Christina Anthony

Arrow Transportation Systems Inc

The Auxiliary to the Vancouver General 
Hospital, held at Vancouver Foundation

Roberta L Beiser

The Morris and Helen Belkin Foundation

Dr Oscar Benavente

Dr Matthew and Ellie Bennett

Joyce Blahut

Trevor Blakely

Blueprint Genetics Canada Inc

Ted and Lynne Bradshaw

British Columbia Professional Fire Fighters’ 
Burn Fund

Jack Brown & Family Alzheimer  
Research Foundation

Peter & Joanne Brown Foundation

Dr Nathan Brunner

Dr Frederick and Jane Bryans

Peter and Heather Buckley

Café Ami

Canadian National Railway Company

Cardiac Rehab - Healthy Heart  
Fundraiser 2019

The Carraresi Foundation in Memory  
of Augusto Carraresi

Celgene Inc

8th Annual Chad Warren Charity Challenge

The Chan Foundation

The Chieng Family

Coquitlam College

Barrie and Marilyn Cotter

W E Couling

Dr Jean Philip Dawe

Wayne Deans

Gordon Diamond, OC, OBC  
and Leslie Diamond, OBC

Donald’s Fine Foods

Dr Thalia Field

Bill and Betty Lou Fox

Dr Anthony Y and Caroline Fung

The Galbraith Family

Tony and Lindsay Geheran

Phillip and Mary George

Richard P and Colleen Gibbons

Dr Kenneth Gin and Margot Wilson

Philip D Graham and Tricia Graham

The Grayross Foundation, held at 
Vancouver Foundation

Grosvenor Americas

The Gudewill Family

Dr Nathaniel and Carla Hawkins

Mary Ann Heary and Harvey M Soicher

Kelly and Sylvia E Heed

Pei Huang

iA Financial Group

Dr Saul and Lindsey Isserow

Janice Jolly

Ingeborg Jonas

Dr John and Tarynn Jue

Peter and Anne-Marie Kains

A Edward Kampschuur and Johanna 
Kampschuur-Coolegem

Corinna Kennedy

Robert Kenny Fund, held at Vancouver 
Foundation

The Timothy C Kerr Family Foundation

Douglas and Irene King

Cheryl Kong

Patricia Kong

Koo Family

KPMG

Dr Andrew Krahn and Susan Kuhl Krahn

Peter and Joan Lamb

Robert and Lily Lee Family

David Leung

“Life of Art” Young Artist Exhibition 2018

Longhedge

Thomas Bradley and Lori Lothian

Sze Ho and Kitty Lui

Rosanna and Elio Luongo

Terry Lyons and Julie Paul

M8 Restaurant

Dr G John and Alexandra Mancini

Dr Sharanpal Mann

Trevor Mantle and Wendy Perkins-Mantle

Marquis of London Mfg (Canada) Ltd

Eric Martin/Nighthawk Fund

Keith Martin

David and Joanne McDonald

Eilish McKendy

Greg and Nancy McKinstry

Medtronic

Merck Canada Inc

Dr Dianne Miller

Dr Colleen Murphy

Dr Parvathy Nair and Dr Ravinder S Sidhu

Notre Dame Pietas Foundation

Oasis Foundation

Ocean West Financial Group Inc

June O’Connor

Odlum Brown Limited

Dr Simon Pimstone

Premium Brands Holdings Corporation

Joan Proudfoot

RBC Dominion Securities

Dr Gary Redekop and Lee Ann Wills

Bob Rennie, OBC and Carey Fouks

The Rennie Foundation

Rotary Club of Vancouver Hearing 
Foundation

Paul Rowe

The David Rowntree Family

Sangara Family

Dr Jacqueline Saw and S David Lalonde

Dr Tara Sedlak

Kapoor Singh Siddoo Foundation

Peter and Mary Siemens and Family

J K Sloan Family

Keith and Renee Solinsky and Family

Dr Arv Sooch and Dr Sevena Khunkhun

Ronald and Janet Stern

Takeda Canada Inc

Dr Philip and Anda Teal

TELUS 

Dr Michael Yin-Cheung Tsang

Dr Teresa Tsang

University of Pittsburgh

Amir, Azim and Sophia Virani

Dr Sean Virani and Dr Alice Hawkins Virani

Dr Bik May Wai

Bruno Wall and Jane Macdonald

The Warren Family

Bill and Lynn Weymark

T Murray Wilson

The Wolrige Foundation

Dr Maurice and Jane Wong

Dr Graham and Dr Elizabeth Wong

Dr David and Jennifer Wood

Dr Samuel Yip
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Thank you to the following donors for their contributions of  
$5,000 or more between April 1, 2018 and March 31, 2019.

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE

GOLD 
$10,000,000 TO $19,999,999

Leon Judah Blackmore Foundation

SILVER 
$5,000,000 TO $9,999,999

Jack Senior and Family

COBALT 
$2,500,000 TO $4,999,999

Robert Hung Ngai Ho, CM, OBC

Bill and Risa Levine

North Family Foundation

Shato Holdings Ltd

Brian C Wood

COPPER 
$1,000,000 TO $2,499,999

The Paul Albrechtsen Foundation

Luigi and Elisa Aquilini

Bell

Peter J G Bentley, OC, OBC

Chernoff Family

Bob and Judy Hager

Rick Hansen Foundation

Stephen and Donna Hynes

Kim Family Foundation

James and Julie S King

Jason and Emily Ko /  
Viva Pharmaceutical Inc

Donald and Julia Leung Family

The McCall MacBain Foundation

Della and Stuart McLaughlin

David McLean, OBC and Brenda McLean

Mr Mohammad and Mrs Mehri Mohseni 
and the Mohseni Foundation

Jim and Yvette Philip

Clifford Murdie Pollon

Jack Poole, OC, OBC and Darlene Poole

RBC

Tom and Chris Strodl

TELUS Friendly Future Foundation

Elizabeth Toigo

Wesbild Holdings Ltd

Westbank

Wai Mo Wong and Family

VISIONARIES OF CARE 
$500,000 TO $999,999

BMO Financial Group

Dr Norman Keevil, OC, OBC  
and Joan Keevil

Dr Bob and Judith Kochendorfer

David Lede Family Charitable Foundation

Sonny and Florence Leong

Djavad Mowafaghian Foundation

Safe Software

Stanley Tsai-Hsing Shih

TD

Teck

Gavin Wang

R Howard Webster Foundation

CHAMPIONS OF CARE  
$250,000 TO $499,999

Geoff Barker

Val and Dick Bradshaw

Per Brunes and Family

Thomas H. C. Cheung Foundation Limited

The Christopher Foundation

CIBC

Coast Capital Savings 

17th Annual Coast Capital Savings  
Charity Golf Tournament

Jim and Shirley-Ann Eccott

Y. P. Heung Foundation

James Family Foundation

Lumira Capital Investment  
Management Inc

The Lutsky Families

Mahayana Zengong Association of Canada

Andrew Mahon Foundation

Peter and Shelley O’Sullivan

The Ritchie Foundation

Robert and Patricia Saunders

TB Vets Charitable Foundation

Vancouver Imaging

Carl Vanderspek and Margaret Hope

VGH Stroke Progam and Physicians

John and Linda Wong

ZLC Foundation

TRUSTEES OF CARE 
$100,000 TO $249,999

Howard and Gail Addison

Anesthesiology & Perioperative  
Care Associates

Gary Averbach

Raymond and Niki Bergen

Peter and Tracy Bissonnette

Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd

Dr Martin and Mrs Janet Braverman

Canadian Friends of Hebrew University 
Partnership Event Honouring  
Dr Saul Isserow

Canfor

Capital Direct

Stephanie A Carlson

Chan Better World Foundation

David and Alice Chung

Ronald and Ardelle Cliff

Francis and Caroline Corman

Deloitte

Entwistle Family Foundation

John and Sherry Floren

Dr Peter D Fry

Dr Gillian Gibson

James and Kathleen Gowans

Dr Donald and Peggy Griesdale

Harry Rosen Inc

Lotte & John Hecht Memorial Foundation

Edmund and Cecilia Heung and Family

Phoenix and Dennis Huang and Family

William H (Bill) and Lilian V Hudson

Dr Hilary and Patsy Hui

Li Jun Hum

John and Debbie Hungerford

Kin’s Farm Market

Tirta Liu and Sharon Kao and Family

DJ & JM Macaulay Fund, held at  
Vancouver Foundation

Macdonald Development Corporation

Mackay Family

Magnum Projects Ltd

Marion Man and Scott Shaw

Miss Chinese Vancouver Pageant 
Charity Gala 2018

Pacific Nephrology Group

Conrad and Dorli Pinette

Alan and Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation

Frank and Almerina Rizzardo

Sanofi

Joseph Segal Family Foundation

Senft Family Foundation

Zev and Elaine Shafran

Captain Robert L Shields

The Arnold and Anita Silber  
Family Foundation

Sing Tao Outstanding Young Leaders 
Award Gala 2018

Synergen Projects Ltd

Mark Tindle and Leslie Cliff

John Tsai

Umedaly Family

Unbounded Canada Foundation on behalf 
of Rob Milne

VGH Critical Care Physicians

Annual Giving
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Heritage Mountain Shopping Centre Inc

Dr Kendall Ho and Dr Joyce Sun

James and Emily Ho

Pierrette and Noel Hodnett

Holland America Line

David Hollands and Dr Carol Prantner

Hollyburn Country Club

Horseshoe Press Inc

HSBC Bank Canada

Hsu & Hsieh Foundation

Wei Wei Hu

Dr Victor Huckell and Jo-Anne Thomas

Brian and Kathleen Hurl

Kenneth and Marie Hutton

Emily Irving

Dr George Isac

The Stanley Iu Wealth Management Group

Melville and Joan Ives

Bryan and Kim James

Mark and Alana James

Jane Adams Exhibition Fundraiser 2019

Jeanette Jarville

Jericho Capital Inc

Lijian Jiang and Jie Chang

Asa Johal OC, OBC and Kashmir Johal

Patrick John Julian

Dr H D Kanji

Karmontara Holdings Inc

K-BRO Linen Systems 

Howard Kellough

Bruce Kelsch

Jake Kerr, OBC and Judith Kerr

Peter H Killam

Kimberlite Diamond

Jane King

Rob and Lisa King

King Pacific Lodge

Dieter and Hanne-Lore Knigge

Jeff Kohn

Kornfeld LLP

Anthony Kortschot

Marla Kott

Robert and Marilyn Krell Family Foundation 
Fund, held at Vancouver Foundation

Marcia Kristensen

Kuldeep and Ramkundun Kundan

Eugene and Barbara Kwan

Dr Brian Kwon and Colleen Walters

Jasen and Jennifer Kwong

Rahim and Nina Lakhani

Dr Stephen and Mary Lam

Bernardine Lam

Lavan Trading Inc

Mirand Mei Lin Law

Denny Sai Kiu Law

Dr Joseph H K and Marigold Law

Lawson Lundell LLP

Darlene Leatherdale

Joyce Edith LeBeau

Ledcor Industries Inc

William & Florence Lede Family Foundation

Ledingham McAllister Properties Ltd

Ji Soo Lee

Maria Lee

Dr Pui Kee Lee

Tristin Lee

Tania Chee Hooi Lim and Edwin Dun  
Ligh Lee

Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel Ltd

Lending a Hand Society

Dr Peter and Karen Lennox

Bernard Leroux and Sheri Weichel

Jack and Libby Leshgold

M C Leung

Dr Lyall and Cynthia Levy

Brenda Lightburn

Reynato and Susana Lim

Jack Jet Pu Liu

Livingspace

Shiu Fan and Ping Wong Lo

Cecilia Ng and Bernard Lo

Wah Sum Lo

Locher Evers International

Jake J Locke

Roger and Judy Love

Steven and Betty Lowe

Jerry and Lilli Luking

Patricia Lysyk

M P Marine Ent Ltd

Macdonald’s Prescriptions 

Rosemary E MacDougall

Jock and Jenny MacDougall

Micki and Murray Mackenzie Foundation, 
In loving memory of Micki Mackenzie

Kevin and Jo-Anne Mahon

Garry Mak

The Manufacturers Life Insurance 
Company

Tony and Christine Marinelli

The Mark Anthony Group Inc

Betty Marlor

Marpole Women’s Auxiliary

Ante and Shirley Marsic

Brad Martin and Family Charitable 
Foundation, held at Vancouver Foundation

Jennifer and Eric Martin/Nighthawk Fund

Dr Bas and Dr Rola Masri

Joy and Randy May

Dr John Mayo and Anna Bozac

Aaron McArthur and Elaine Yong

Neville McClure

Dr James McKinney

Gordon and Lorraine McLeod

Ernest D McNee

Ian and Kim Mellor

Merit Medical Canada Ltd

Jan, Lee & Allison Merrick

Dr Frederick Mikelberg

Michael and Carol Millman

Ming Pao Newspapers (Canada) Ltd

MNP Accounting, Consulting, Tax

Hart and Anita Molthagen

John and Dana Montalbano

Roger Morgan

Mr S Build Ltd

Mt Boucherie Estate Winery

David Mullen and Georgia Evans

Uwe August Mummenhoff

Music Heals Charitable Foundation

Michael Nadeau

Josephine Nadel, QC

Noordin and Nancey Nanji

Joachim and Susan Neumann

New Voice Society of Greater Vancouver

Irving M and Betty C Nitkin

Norden Wine

Volmar and Sally Nordman

Nordstrom Inc

Wesley and Suzanne Norosky

Norwex Foundation For a Brighter  
Future Inc

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc

Dr Barbara M Olson

Optimil Machinery Inc

Thomas O’Shaughnessy

Osoyoos Fire Department Oyster  
Feed 2018
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PARTNERS IN CARE 
$5,000 TO $24,999

Abbott Laboratories Ltd

Byron Aceman and Caron Bernstein 

Jane Adams

Charles J Addison

Gillian Aflatooni

Fareed and Sharon Ahamed

Darcy Alexander

Anthony Henry Alleyne

Mark Allison

Ilana Aloni

E Edvard and Mary-Louise Anderson

Andrew Sheret Limited

Aqueduct Foundation,  
The Hanna Family Fund

3rd Annual Art Berry Memorial Golf 
Tournament

Donna Astbury and Family

Yik Fung and Kam Duen Au-Yeung

Frank and Julie Barker

Shirley A Barnett

BC Buddhist Festival 2018

Kathy and Steve Bellringer

Brent and Lynn Belzberg

BenefAction Foundation,  
George & Frances Lam  
Charitable Foundation

Bennett Jones LLP

Dr Victoria Bernstein

Serge Biln

Black Press Media

Blara Organic House

Bratsa Bonifacho

Robert S Bovaird

Beverly Anne Briscoe and Arthur Vertlieb

Janice Brown

Burhenne Scholar in Abdominal Radiology, 
held at Vancouver Foundation

Roswitha and Bob Byford

Wei Cai

Daen Campbell

Dr Donald and Carol Carr

Robert and Anne Carson

Reid and Laura Carter

Romilly Cavanaugh

Sandra L M Cawley

CBRE Limited

12th Annual Chairman Tom’s Grouse Grind

Amy Kwok Mei Chan

Pius and Cindy Chan

Dr Richard C Chan

Wen Chiung Chang

Nancy Chau

Guo Yi Chen

Dr Jerry and Pauline Chen

Jimmy J M and Marie S Y Chen

Judy E Cheng

Esther Chetner and John Cooper

Dr Dean Chittock

Roger and Rosemary Chong

Ching-Lam and Sharon Chow

King Oi Chow

Neil Chrystal and Andrea Hamilton

City Square Shopping Centre

Clark Wilson LLP

Cognizant Technology Solutions  
Canada Inc

Colliers International

Concept One Financial Group

Hugh and Sharon Cooper

Drew and Jodi Craig

Dr Katherine Craig

Patricia Craven

Ian and Billee Davidson

Chris and Jill Davies

Dr Jerel and Dr Chana Davis

Lotte and John Davis

Dr Margot Davis

Alexander De Silva

Bryan and Michelle Dear

Delvaux

Ivy Feng Hua Deng

Dr Vinay Dhingra and Dr Anita Kayin Lee

Chuck Diamond

Rick Diamond

Dr Susan Diamond

Mireille Dijks

Dinner & Paint Night for SAFER 2018

Bob and Kim Disbrow

Dr Robert W Donaldson

Horst and Heather Duess

dys architecture

Stefen and Gillian Elmitt

EQ Epilepsy Program Fundraiser 2019

Alfonso and Lori Ergas

Robert Evermon and Camrose Ducote

Dr Woo Hon Fai Memorial Foundation

Fairchild Media Group

Samuel Feldman and Janet York

Ferrari Maserati of Vancouver

Christino Ficocelli

James and Colleen Findlay

Dr Gordon and Dr Sarah Finlayson

First National Financial LP

Ellen Flanders and Melvyn Ackerman

Wade F Flemons

Foley’s Chocolates & Candies

Dr Christopher Fordyce

Dr Bruce Forster and Dr Kelly Mayson

Lillian and Norman Franz

David and Deborah Freedman

Michael and Kathi Fugman

Fulcrum Capital Partners Inc

Dr Naisan Garraway

Kathy Geer

Paul and Nicole Geyer

Gift Funds Canada, Brian &  
Gilly Marshall Fund

John Gigliotti and Susan Mooney

Martin Glynn

Bob and Dana Golden

John and Rose-Marie Goodwin

Dr George Gordon

Pnina and Ed Granirer

Andrew and Joan Grant

Barbara J Grantham and Andrew Wilkinson

The Grewalson Family

John Grot Memorial Fund, held at 
Vancouver Foundation

Peter and Kathy Gudewill

Anthony and Denise Guglielmin

Cecil and Margaret Haaf Family

Haida Enterprise Corporation (HaiCo)

Kenneth B and Barbara Hallat

Dr Morad Hameed and Dr Larissa Roux

Richard and Gail Hamilton

Richard and Ailsa Harris

Malcolm and Catherine Hasman

Brian and Ruth Hastings

Shelley Hawkes

Hawksworth Restaurant Group

Help GF Strong Help Us All 2018

Paul and Coryn Hemsley

Dr William Henderson

Dr Hartmut Henning
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Thank you to the following Tributes and Estates for their contributions 
of $5,000 or more between April 1, 2018 and March 31, 2019.

Tributes & Estates

IN HONOUR 

TRUSTEES OF CARE: 
$100,000 TO $249,999

Chie Yau Leung   

AMBASSADORS OF CARE 
$25,000 TO $99,999

Dr Kevin Song

Dr Christopher R Honey

PARTNERS IN CARE 
$5,000 TO $24,999

Dr Richard C Cook 

Dr Martin Gleave, CM

Dr Saul Isserow 

Dr Patrick E Ma 

Dr Eitan Prisman

Raven Song Team - Jill, Cheryl, Angela, 
Leslie, Joanne and Corrie

Dr R Jean Shapiro

Dr Gayatri Marie Sreenivasan,  
Aria Conn and Cindy Manchulenko

IN MEMORY

VISIONARIES OF CARE  
$500,000 TO $999,999

Stanley Tsai-Hsing Shih

TRUSTEES OF CARE  
$100,000 TO $249,999

Yiu Wah Kong

Chad Warren   

AMBASSADORS OF CARE  
$25,000 TO $99,999

Dr Bik May Wai 

PARTNERS IN CARE  
$5,000 TO $24,999

Kaj Arneborg

Frank J Astbury

Rosa Baerwald

Arthur Charles Berry

Frank J Cambridge

Dr Donald M Carr 

Peggy Sui Ki Cheung

Gordon Doyle

Norman Franz 

Robert J Hawkes   

Mary Ann Heary

John Hodge 

Marie Hutton 

Joan Ives

Agnes May Jewesson

George King

Leo Kristensen

Ramkundun Kundan 

George Yan Lam 

Yu Chi Lam

Mrs Shou Kieun Lee

Simon Merrick

Rory Munro

Nirmalaben Ramanlal Parekh

Paul A Quinn

Manjinder Sangha

Richard Bradley Saunders

Akbar Sherkat

Mable Shum

Andrew David Stagg   

Captain Manjeet Thind

Raymond Delbert Warren

Rose Wong

Dean Shek-Tin Woo

John Sau Wing Yu

ESTATES

Charlotte Jane Banfield

Marie Brennen Burr

William Henry Chase

Thomas Arnold Cocking

Fay Winnifred Cornish

Roger Alan Cotter

Leone Mary Cox

Mary Jean Grant

Sarah Betty Green

Douglas Edward Halverson

Evelyn Rosemary Irving

Patricia Mary Jachontoff

Michael Kerr

Cornelia Margaretha Stephania Koster

Abram Kroeker

Dorothy Ann Legge

William Douglas Leith

Lorraine Marie Lennie

Thomas Christopher Lynam

Stuart George Martin

Richard Austin Matthews

Mary G McCaffrey

Lorna Elsie McDowell

James Allen McHugh

Hien Cho Ng

Michael O’Grady Alter Ego Trust

Romeo Red

Herbert Richard Gustav Schulz

Beulah Ethel Smith

John William, Hannah and Roland 
Whittaker Charitable Trust

Harvery Wilmot

Hai Y Yang
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PARTNERS IN CARE 
$5,000 TO $24,999  
(CONTINUED) 

Pacific Open Heart Association

Pacific Yacht Charters

George and Joelle Paleologou

Dhirubhai Parekh

Dennis and Ashlyn Parolin

Dr Ryan Forbes Paterson

Patsy Hui RE/MAX Westcoast

PCL Constructors Westcoast Inc

James and Kathleen Peart

Pender Fund, held at Vancouver 
Foundation

Pender West Capital Partners: EP Canada, 
OCTS, Dinoflex

Pentax Canada Inc

Phillips, Hager & North Investment 
Management

Pier Health Resource Centre

Alam and Karima Pirani

Dr Ric M Procyshyn

Progressive Ventures

PwC Canada

Quail Rock Foundation

Tony Quattrin

Bhajan Singh Rai

Dr Krishnan Ramanathan  
and Dr Carolyn Taylor

Raymond James Ltd

Dr Suseela Reddy

Dr Neil and Mrs Deborah Reiner

Almunir and Naz Remtulla

Dr Donald and Constance Ricci

George and Selma-Jo Richards

Earl and Florence Ritchie

William Robinson

Dr Juan J Ronco

Rory’s Ride 2018

Rotary Club of Vancouver Arbutus  
Gaming Account

Andre and Brock Rowland Foundation

Alan Sherman and Helene Roy

Sheila M Saunders

Saunders Investment Ltd

Saville House Holdings Ltd

Brent and Alex Sawchyn

Raymond Schachter and Beverley Kort

Maryalice Schaffer and Kaj Arneborg

Bradley Nixon Scharfe

Gary and Nanci Segal

Walter and Nancy Segsworth

Dr Myp Sekhon

Ron and Gurmeet Sengara

Servier Canada Inc

Celeste Shannte

Shaughnessy Cardiac Alumni Members 
Society (SCAMS)

Ajaib (Jab) and Nirmal (Munni)  
Sidhoo Charities

Siemens Healthineers

Juggy Sihota-Chahil and Dwayne Chahil

Howard A Simons Fund for Medical 
Research, held at Vancouver Foundation

Sincere Care Society for the Elderly

Sing Tao (Canada) Limited

The Skin Care Centre at VGH

John and Trish Skinner

Grant and Elsie Smith

The Soprovich Family

Sound Distinctions Charity Concert 2019

David R and Deborah Stagg

Nick and Julie Steiner

Arran and Ratana Stephens and Nature’s 
Path Foods Inc

Stikeman Elliott LLP

William W Stinson

Janet Strayer

Student Works Painting

Suki’s Charitable Nights 2018

Andrew and Lisa Sweeney

Dr David Sweet

Synaptive Medical

Jim and Julie Szabo

Taiga Building Products

Taseko Mines Limited

Tech Web Direct

The Tam Foundation

Team Jackie Event #everestforjackie 2018

Dishi and Alexis Thind

Jane Thomas

L Scott Thomson and Caitlin Dunne

Dr Mari-Lynn Thomson

Timbercreek

Titus Holdings Ltd

Tom Lee Music Co Ltd

Tour de Transplant 2018

Transplant Research Foundation of  
British Columbia

Dr Hamed Umedaly and Dr Susan Purkiss

Underwater Harvesters Association

Jake and Anna Van Westen

Vancouver Bullion & Currency Exchange

VanSCAD 5km Run/Walk 2018

VC Enterprises Ltd

Anthony and Mary Vecchio

Versace Home

Greg Vriend and Jennifer Muench

Dr Erik N Vu

5km Walk/Run for Neuromyelitis Optica 
(NMO) 2018

Ron and Lesley Walsh

Season Wang

Dr Simon J Warner

Ross and Louise Waters

Tim and Kerri-Lee Watson

Paul Weetman

Richard and Coleen Weir

West Fraser

Christopher and Samantha White

Dr Ian Penn and Sandy Whitehouse

Winter BBQ Fundraiser 2019

Angela Wong

Dr David G Wong

Philip and Lily Wong

Wilson and Miki Wong

Dr Shirley M Wong Foundation, held at 
Vancouver Foundation

Ronald and Virginia Woo

Margaret and James Wood

Ken and Anne Woods

Jeffrey Colin Wren

Xeroid Holdings Ltd

Dr John Yee and Cynthia Hum

Vincent M Yen

Yen Brothers Produce Limited

Dr Edward and Mrs Eugenie Yeung

Siew Yong

Linda Diane Yorke

Rita Kam Man Yuen

Kent Chun Yin Yung

Lawrence and Priscilla Yung

The Zacks Family Charitable Foundation

Huixin Zhang

Linda Y Zia
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We are proud to report that in 2018-19 the Foundation’s cost per dollar was 16 cents 
(excluding lottery revenue and related expenses), which is significantly lower than the 
industry average of 24 cents*. 

Thanks to our donors, our 2018-19 consolidated revenue, including lotteries and investments, 
totalled $94.6 million. Together, with our donors and supporters, we have made a direct and 
significant impact on health care in our province.

The following financial highlights are based on VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation’s audited 
financial statements for our fiscal year ending March 31, 2019. The Foundation’s statements 
are audited by KPMG LLP Chartered Professional Accountants, and are available at 
vghfoundation.ca/audited-financials

*2018 Report on Giving, Association for Healthcare Philanthropy
**For future charitable distributions for the benefit of VCH and Foundation operations.

Revenue		 2019	 2018

	 Philanthropic	    55,719,797  	    53,723,426  

	 Events	    3,796,517   	    3,750,065   

	 Investment & other income	    12,707,685   	    15,154,791 

			     72,223,999   	    72,628,282   

	 Lotteries	    2 2 ,335,330   	    22,294,111 

			      94,559,329   	    94,922,393   

Expenses		

	 Foundation operations	    9,005,629  	    8,229,179   

	 Community awareness and public engagement	    1,112,032   	    922,302 

			     10,117,661   	    9,151,481   

	 Lotteries (including prizes)	    16,931,433   	    16,579,747   

	 Other fundraising	   1,557,553   	    1,303,202 

			      28,606,647   	    27,034,430   

Excess of revenue over expenses before grants	    65,952,682   	   67,887,963 

	 Transfer to qualified donees	    16,667   	    63,378   

	 Funds granted for:

		  Equipment and capital projects	    17,762,021   	    20,311,403   

		  Education, research, patient care and other	    22,665,800   	   22,546,226 

			      40,444,488   	    42,921,007   

Excess of revenue over expenses and grants**	    25,508,194   	    24,966,956 

Fund Balances, beginning of year	    290,457,401   	    267,241,427   

Change in fair value of investments	   5,131,747 	    (1,750,982)

Fund balances, end of year	    $321,097,342   	  $290,457,401   

Sources of Revenue

Philanthropy 59%

Events 4%

Investment and 
other income 13%

Lotteries 24%

Distribution of Donated Funds

Equipment and 
capital projects 44%

Education 4%

Research 29%

Patient care 
and other 23%
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The power of giving
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Board of Directors

Ms. Christina Anthony, Chair 

Mr. Gary Segal, Vice-Chair

Mr. Noordin Nanji, Q.C. Past Chair

Mr. Dave Bustos, Treasurer

Mr. Peter J.G. Bentley, OC, OBC, Chair Emeritus

Ms. Bev Briscoe

Ms. Alice Chung

Ms. Lara Dauphinee

Dr. Marcel Dvorak, MD, FRCSC	

Ms. Vivian Eliopoulos

Dr. Larry Goldenberg, CM, OBC, MD

Mr. David S. Lee

Mr. William Lin

Dr. Rob McMaster, DPhil

Ms. Josephine Nadel, Q.C. 	

Mr. Ali Pejman

Dr. Tara Sedlak, MD, FRCPC

Ms. Juggy Sihota-Chahil

Mr. Jim Szabo

Ms. Barbara Grantham, Secretary, President & CEO

Our Board of Directors is composed 
of accomplished, dedicated business 
and community leaders who govern 
our Foundation and are ultimately 
responsible for our strategic direction 
and overall performance. By adhering 
to excellence in governance practices, 
they ensure funds are used effectively 
and the organization has positive, 
lasting impact on health care in BC. 

2018-2019
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VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation partners with 

donors like you to deliver British Columbia’s 

best, most specialized care for adults through 

our five sites and services: 

Vital to transforming 
health care in BC 

Vancouver General Hospital
The province’s number one health care 
referral centre and the largest and most 
specialized hospital in Western Canada.

UBC Hospital
Offering specialized treatment for non-life 
threatening emergencies and surgical care, 
as well as cardiology, imaging services, 
extended care, bladder care, brain health, 
sleep disorders and neurology.

GF Strong Rehab Centre
There for you when life changes in 
an instant — the province’s most 
comprehensive rehabilitation centre for 
people with spinal cord or brain injuries.

Vancouver Community  
Health Services
Providing care for newborns to elders, 
right in your neighbourhood through 
health promotion, disease prevention, 
rehabilitation and palliative care.

Vancouver Coastal Health  
Research Institute
One of Canada’s top-funded health research 
institutes for new treatments and cures, 
including the Vancouver Prostate Centre, 
Blusson Spinal Cord Centre, the Centre 
for Hip Health & Mobility and the Djavad 
Mowafaghian Centre for Brain Health.



190-855 West 12th Avenue  
Vancouver, BC V5Z 1M9  
vghfoundation.ca

@VGHfdn

@VGHfdn

@VGHUBChospitalfoundation

VGH+UBC 医院基金会


